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another, and for guiding themselves in the woods
where they hardly ever lose their way. I have
several times tried, in cloudy weather, or by night,
to lead some Barbarian astray,—using the compass,
in the endeavor to confuse his notions of the four
quarters of the World, and then questioning him
where was the East, where the south, where the
country of the enemy, where our own; yet I have
never found that they were deceived, for they guided
themselves just as securely by their senses as I by
my compass. Indeed, this is a talent in a manner
natural, which even the youths and the women use
on occasion,—and particularly, to flee when they are
prisoners in the hands of the enemy, and to travel
three or 400 miles in the woods, where there is no
road, in order to take refuge in our settlements:
the proof of this we see many times every year.

Fourthly, a very tenacious memory. They have
neither books nor writings; negotiations are carried
on through embassies, in which I have been amazed
to see how many things and how many circumstances
they recollect. But this faculty shines forth still
more in the Captains, who use little sticks instead of
books, which they sometimes mark with certain
signs, sometimes not. By the aid of these they can
repeat the names of a hundred or more presents, the
decisions adopted in the councils, and a thousand
other particulars, which we could not rehearse with-
out writing.

They have a clever understanding and good judg-
ment, also an excellent style of narration, and great
eloquence; and matters, of which they possess the
fundamental elements, they handle just as well as
the most sagacious Europeans. In France, people


